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Questions/Main Ideas:                                             Notes:

	
	

	Energy roles
	An organism’s energy role in an ecosystem may be that of a: 

	
	1. producer

	
	2. consumer

	
	3. decomposer

	
	

	Producer
	Makes its own food

	
	

	Examples
	1. grass

	
	2. flower

	
	3. cactus

	
	4. tree

	
	

	Key Fact!
	Producers obtain energy from the SUN 

	
	

	Photosynthesis
	Plants use water, carbon dioxide and sunlight to make food

	
	

	
	

	Consumer
	Obtain energy by feeding on other organisms

	
	

	3 types of consumers
	1. Carnivore- meat eater

	
	         Examples 1. tiger                          2. frog

	
	

	
	2. Herbivore- plant eater

	
	         Examples 1.  giraffe                       2. caterpiller

	
	

	
	3. Omnivore- eat meat and plants

	
	        Examples  1.  humans                       2.  bear

	
	

	Decomposers
	Break down waste and dead organisms

	
	

	Examples
	1. worm            2.  mushroom              3. Vultures    4. mold

	
	

	Questions/Main Ideas:
	Notes:

	
	

	Scavenger
	Carnivore that eats dead organisms

	
	-usually don’t hunt and kill

	
	

	Examples
	1. vulture            2. Hyena              3. catfish

	
	

	Food chains and webs
	Shows the movement of energy through an ecosystem

	
	

	Food chain
	Series of events in which 1 organism eats another organism and 

	
	obtains food

	
	

	Example
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Food Web
	     Many overlapping  food chains in an ecosystem

	
	

	Example
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Summary (3 sentences)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Remember to REVIEW these notes daily so you will be ready to participate in class discussion the next day.  This practice of daily review will also prepare you for future assessments.








Name:


Class:


Period/Block:


Date:








Topic:  Flow of energy in an Ecosystem








