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	George Washington
	1st president of the United States

	
	· Elected April 10, 1789

	
	· People loved him- General during the American Revolution

	
	

	John Adams
	1st vice president of the United States

	
	

	Cabinet
	A group of advisors to the president

	
	-1st cabinet had 3 departments

	
	

	Thomas Jefferson
	1. State Department: handled relations with other nations

	
	

	Alexander Hamilton 
	2. Treasury Department: dealt with financial matters

	
	

	Henry Knox
	3. War Department: provide for the national defense

	
	

	Edmund Randolph
	1st attorney general

	
	· Congressed created the office to handle the gov’t legal affairs

	
	

	
	1st postmaster general

	
	· Direct the postal service

	
	

	President’s power/Executive Branch
	Congress was divided over how much power to give president

	
	1. President appointed the cabinet heads with Senate’s approval

	
	· Checks and balances

	
	

	
	2. President could hire and fire cabinet heads without Senate approval

	
	· Strengthened the executive branch position 

	
	

	Judiciary Act of 1789
	Compromise Act (law)

	
	· established a federal court system with 13 district courts and 3 circuit courts

	
	·  federal courts could reverse state court decisions


	John Jay
	-1st Supreme Court Chief Justice

	
	· Supreme Court is the highest court with final authority

	
	

	Financial Problems
	

	
	

	Alexander Hamilton
	-1st sec. of treasury wanted to find a way to strengthen the country financially 

	
	

	Hamilton Plan
	1. new gov’t should pay off the millions of dollars in debt owed by the Confederate gov’t to other countries

	
	2. pay of debt to individual citizens

	
	3. federal gov’t would take over the state debts so that the states would then want the new gov’t to be successful

	
	4. pay back bonds for their original value

	
	

	Opposition (against the Plan)
	1. should pay off debt to other countries

	
	2. should NOT pay off debt to citizens 

	
	3.Southern states had less debt than the north- south didn’t think it was fair

	
	4. pay back bonds at less value 

	
	

	Compromise Plan
	1. northerners agreed to move the national capital from New York City to an area between Virginia and Maryland (Washington D.C.)

	
	2. southerners support the plan to pay off the state debts

	
	

	Hamilton’s other plans
	1. wanted to create a national bank- Bank of the United States

	
	· Only state banks at this time

	
	Madison and Jefferson said no- only benefit the wealthy and was unconstitutional 

	
	Hamilton said yes- congress had the power to create a bank because the Constitution didn’t say it couldn’t

	
	President Washington agreed with Hamilton

	
	

	
	2. a tariff on imports

	
	South said no- little industry to protect, hurt them 

	
	Congress supported Hamilton- by 1790’s 90% of the gov’t income was from tariffs. 

	
	

	
	3. national taxes to help the nation’s economy

	
	Congress approved including a Whiskey Tax

	
	

	Outcome
	1. Hamilton helped the country get new financial powers.

	
	2. Split Congress in half

	
	3. Madison and Jefferson feared a gov’t with strong economic powers dominated by the wealthy upper class


Remember to REVIEW these notes daily so you will be ready to participate in class discussion the next day.  This practice of daily review will also prepare you for future assessments.
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