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	Time for change
	Political leaders were divided on the issue of the type of gov’t the country should have

	
	     1. One group wanted to remain with a system of independent states.

	
	

	
	2. One group wanted to create a strong national gov’t.

	
	· This group called for the reform of the Articles of Confederation

	
	· Wrote The Federalist papers stating their viewpoint

	
	

	Constitutional Convention
	A meeting with the state representatives to discuss a new gov’t.

	
	

	When?
	May 1787

	Where? 
	Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

	Who?
	55 delegates (state representatives), none of them were Native American, African American or women

	Leaders?
	George Washington, Ben Franklin, James Madison and Edmund Randolph

	
	

	George Washington
	Lead the meeting

	
	

	Basic rules of meeting
	1. Each state had 1 vote on all issues

	
	2. A majority vote was needed to finalize decisions

	
	3. Delegates from at least 7 of the 13 states were required for meeting to be held

	
	4. Delegates met behind closed doors so they could talk freely

	
	

	Two plans of gov’t were proposed(suggested)
	1. Virginia Plan by Edmund Randolph from Virginia

	
	2. New Jersey Plan by William Paterson modified the Articles of Confederation

	
	

	Virginia Plan
	1. Called for a 2 house legislature (bicameral legislature), a chief executive (president) chosen by the legislature and a court system.

	
	2. The people would elect members of the lower house legislature

	
	3. The lower house would choose members of the upper house legislature.

	
	4. In both houses the number of representatives would be proportional to the population of each state. A state with smaller population would have few representatives than a state with a larger population. 

	
	

	New Jersey Plan
	1. Called for a 1 house legislature

	
	2. Each state would have 1 vote

	
	3. Congress would have the powers to set taxes and regulate trade

	
	4. Congress could elect a weak executive branch with more than 1 person in charge

	
	

	??Checkpoint Question??
	

	Which plan is our gov’t like today-Virginia or New Jersey? Explain.
	

	
	

	Which plan won?
	Delegates decided that the New Jersey plan of revising the Articles of Confederation would not solve the problems. 

	
	They voted on the Virginia plan but had to work out some issues:

	
	1. How the members of Congress would be elected

	
	2. How the state representatives would be determined in both houses

	
	3. Whether or not enslaved people were to be counted as part of the population, which would affect the number of representatives a state got

	
	4. Whether or not to ban slavery

	
	

	Great Compromise
	An agreement used to decide the representation issues

	
	

	
	1. There would be a 2 house legislature (bicameral). 

	
	· In the Lower house called the House of Representatives- the number of seats for each state would vary depending on the population

	
	· In the Upper house called the Senate-each state would have 2 members 

	
	2. Counting of enslaved people would be determined by the Three-Fifths Compromise

	
	· Each enslaved person = 3/5 of a free person for taxation and representation 
· So every 5 enslaved people = 3 free people

	
	· This ended the debate that divided large and small states from agreeing on the Virginia plan

	
	3. Congress would not interfere with the slave trade for 20 years. 

	
	· Northern states had already banned slave trade 

· Southern states considered slavery and the slave trade essential to their economies

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	4. Bill of Rights was proposed but denied

	
	· Protected the people from the new gov’t so the gov’t couldn’t abuse its power, but delegates on the Federalist side thought it wasn’t needed because the Constitution already protected the people.

	
	

	Constitution sent to states
	-The convention delegate sent the approved draft to the states for approval.

- 9 of the 13 states needed to approve it. 

	Summary:
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Remember to REVIEW these notes daily so you will be ready to participate in class discussion the next day.  This practice of daily review will also prepare you for future assessments.
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7. I can describe the major issues debated at the Constitutional Convention.


12. Describe how these documents (Federalist Papers) helped create the gov’t and Constitution that we have today. 
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