	currents 

	– horizontal movements of ocean water in a well-defined pattern

	deep currents 

	– currents at the bottom of the ocean


	surface currents 

	– currents at the top of the ocean

	Coriolis Effect 

	– the curving of the path of oceans due to Earth’s rotation

	gyres 

	– these are circular surface current patterns that are created because of the Coriolis effect

	density 

	– a measure of how compact an object is



	salinity 

	– the amount of salt in water

	turbidity 

	– the amount of sediment in water



	altitude 

	– the distance from the Earth’s surface

	latitude 

	– the distance from the equator



	leeward 

	– the side of the mountain that is cool and dry

	windward 

	– the side of the mountain that is warm and wet

	Glacier
	-a slowly moving mass of ice made up of fresh water

	Wind
	-a current of air blowing from a particular direction:

	Upwelling
	-A process where deep, cold water rises toward the surface

	Downwelling


	-A process where water on the surface of the sea becomes denser than the water beneath it and so it sinks

	Horizontal currents
	-Another name for surface currents

	Westerlies 
	-Winds that blow from west to east



	Trade Winds
	-Winds that blow from east to west


