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Go to my website (http://edublogs.misd.net/martini).  On the right-hand side, underneath 8th Grade Science, click on “Polluted Oceans WebQuest.”  
Pollution Sources

Click on the link titled, “Problems: Ocean Pollution.”  

1. Over __________________ of marine pollution comes from land-based activities.

2.  Oil spill are responsible for only _______________ of the oil entering the ocean each year.  ________________ comes down drains and rivers as waste and runoff from ______________________ and _____________________________.
3. __________________________ runoff from farms and lawns is a huge problem for coastal areas.  The extra nutrients deplete the water’s dissolved __________________ and suffocate other ______________________ life.  

4. Solid __________________________ also makes its way to the ocean.  If not disposed of correctly, almost everything we throw away can reach the _______________.  Plastic garbage is often mistaken for __________________ by marine animals.
5. Explain what plastic bags and plastic six-pack rings can do to marine animals.
6. In many parts of the world, _______________________ flows untreated, or under-treated, into the __________________________.  It can lead to human ______________________ and ____________________ closures.
Gulf Coast Oil Spill

Go back to the “Polluted Oceans WebQuest” page on my website.

Click on the link titled, “Scholastic Article: Gulf Coast Oil Spill Disaster.”

7.  When did the oil rig explode?
8. How much oil gushed from underwater pipelines into the ocean each day?

9. Which states did the oil spill affect?

10. Which company operated the oil rig that exploded?

11. What did BP do to try to stop the oil from advancing on the surface?

12. How many animal species were threatened from the oil spill?  List some of these animals.

Go back to the “Polluted Oceans WebQuest” page on my website.

Put your headphones on, make sure the volume is turned on, and click on the link titled, “BP Oil Spill Slideshow.”

13. After viewing the slideshow of pictures from the 2010 Gulf Coast oil spill, watch it again and pause at three different pictures of your choice.  Write 1-2 detailed, descriptive sentences about each of the three pictures.  You might even want to include a simile or metaphor in some of your descriptions.
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Pacific Trash Vortex

Go back to the “Polluted Oceans WebQuest” page on my website.
Put your headphones on, and click on the link titled, “Video: Pacific Trash Vortex.”  
Listen carefully; they talk FAST!
14. How large is the Pacific Trash Vortex?

15. True or False?  The Pacific Trash Vortex is the biggest landfill on the planet.

16. 90% of the Pacific Trash Vortex is ______________________________.
17. The eastern garbage patch floats between ____________________________ and _______________________________________, while the western garbage patch floats east of __________________________.

18. Who is to blame for forming the Pacific Trash Vortex?

19. Why do we care about the Pacific Trash Vortex?

20. By ___________________, ________________________, and _________________________ we could reduce our waste by ____________ or more.

Midway Island

Go back to the “Polluted Oceans Webquest” page on my website.

Click on the link titled, “Video: Midway Island.”

Read the caption below the video.

Put your headphones on, and watch the video.

21. Why are the birds dying?

22. Where did the trash come from?

23. What are your thoughts after watching the video?

24. What do you think should be done to help this problem?  Explain.

Save the Seas

Download the free app titled, Save The Seas.  Play the game and learn about ocean pollution.  Record the number of shells you are able to collect.  The student that collects the most will receive a ticket.
Number of Shells Collected __________________
