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Questions/Main Ideas:                                             Notes:

	
	

	Northern Factories
	

	
	

	What are they producing?
	Shoes, watches, guns, sewing machines, agricultural machinery, clothing, textiles (other cloth items) 

	
	

	Conditions
	No laws to protect workers changed to Improved working conditions

	
	· Trade unions developed

	
	· Striking for rights- ruled legal in 1842 in MA

	
	· 11.4 hour days were average to 10 hour days

	
	

	
	

	Women in factories
	-Women were paid less

- no union rights

- started to lose jobs so men could have them

	
	

	
	Lowell Female Labor Reform Organization (MA)

	
	· Petitioned the state legislature for a 10 hour day in 1845

	
	· Legislature did not even consider the petition because only women signed it. 

	
	· Although most efforts failed it does set the stage for later women’s rights movements

	
	

	Checkpoint:
Why do you think working conditions deteriorated in Northern factories before they started to improve?
	

	
	

	Cities boom
	People moved to cites for factory jobs

	
	

	
	NY city 1860: reached 1 million= largest city in nation

	
	                    Philadelphia, PA: 500,000

	
	                    Detroit, MI: 46,000

	
	

	
	1. City life is dangerous

	
	-overcrowding

-run-down buildings

- fire and disease spread quickly

	
	

	
	

	Immigration increases
	1840-1860: great increase as Ireland and German immigrants arrive

	
	· Willing to work longer for less in factories

	
	1. Ireland- suffering from the potato famine- a potato disease destroyed most of Ireland’s crops and starvation followed

Potatoes survived 

	
	· Men= worked in factories, or dug ditches, built railroads

	
	· Women= servant and factory workers

	
	· Almost all were Roman Catholics

	
	

	
	2. Germany- came for new opportunities or because of gov’t issues in their country.  

	
	· More than 1 million came, mostly men

	
	· Moved to NY, PA, MI, Midwest

	
	· Many had money, founded their own communities and bought farms or set up businesses

	
	· ½ of them were Roman Catholics

	
	

	How did immigrants change the country?
	1. Brought a new language, customs, religion, way of life


	
	2. New prejudice- anti-immigrant feelings arose

	
	· Thought they were stealing jobs, bringing disease and crime

	
	

	
	3. American Party- new political party (early 1850’s)

	
	· Formed by “nativists” people opposed to immigration

	
	· Held secret anti-Catholic societies 

	
	· Called the Know-Nothing party because they answered questions by saying “I know nothing”

	
	· Wanted stricter citizenship laws and to ban foreign born citizens from holding office

	
	· Broke up in mid-1850’s because of slavery disagreements

	
	

	Checkpoint: Despite the problems of city life, the population grew and immigrants continued to move here. Why?


	

	African Americans rights
	Slavery was legal in south

	
	

	
	Slavery was illegal in the north 

	
	· Lots of racial prejudice and discrimination

	
	

	
	1820: NY few African Americans could vote

	
	RI and PA- passed laws prohibiting free African American from voting

	
	Most states

- not allowed to attend public schools

-barred from public facilities 

-separate hospitals and schools



	
	Most African Americans were extremely poor. 

	
	

	Exceptions to the norm…
	Henry Boyd- owned a furniture manufacturing company in OH

	
	John B. Russwurm- founded Freedom’s Journal- 1st African American newspaper in NY city

	
	Macon B. Allen- 1st African American to practice law in USA.



	Checkpoint: What was life like for an average African American in the North?


	


Remember to REVIEW these notes daily so you will be ready to participate in class discussion the next day.  This practice of daily review will also prepare you for future assessments.
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