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Questions/Main Ideas:                                             Notes:

	Define Constitution
	A plan of government

	
	

	Define Republic
	A form of government which the people rule through elect representatives 

	
	

	Define Federalism
	Sharing of power between state and national governments

	
	

	Two sides
	1. Federalists                   2. Antifederalists

	
	

	1. Federalists
	- a group of people who supported the new Constitution

	
	-George Washington, Ben Franklin, James Madison, Alexander Hamilton and John Jay were Federalists

	
	-Wrote The Federalist Papers which explained and fought for the new Constitution

	
	

	2. Antifederalists
	- a group of people who opposed (disagreed) with the new Constitution

	
	-wrote The Antifederalist Papers which argued that the Constitution would take away too much power from the people and states

	
	-wanted the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution and would not ratify the Constitution until it was added 

	
	

	Adopting the Constitution
	-December 7, 1787 Delaware became the 1st state to ratify 

	
	-June 21, 1788 New Hampshire became the 9th state to ratify 

                     -The Constitution was the new form of government.

                     -The Articles of Confederation were done. 

	
	-May 1790 Rhode Island became the last state to ratify

	
	

	Parts of the Constitution 
	How it is organized

	
	

	Preamble
	Introduces the Constitution

	
	-Explains the goals of the Constitution

	
	1. To form a more perfect Union

	
	           2. To establish justice

	
	           3. To insure domestic tranquility  (

	
	4. To provide for the common defense

	
	           5. To promote general welfare

	
	           6. To secure the blessings of Liberty

	
	-States the power of the gov’t comes from the people

	
	

	Article 1
	Explains the legislative branch

	
	

	Article 2
	Explains the executive branch

	
	

	
	

	Article 3
	Explains the judicial branch

	
	

	Article 4
	Explains the relationship  of the states to one another and to the national government

	
	

	Article 5
	Explains the way the Constitution can be amended (changed)

	
	

	Article 6
	Explains that the laws passed by the Congress are the “laws of the land”

	
	

	Article 7
	Explains the 9 of the 13 states had to ratify the Constitution before it could be the new government. 

	
	

	Amendments to the Constitution
	27 rules/laws that have been added to our government 

	
	-Constitution has survived since 1787 because the Framers (writers of the Constitution) wrote a document that could change and adapt to meet the needs of changing times.  FLEXIBLE DOCUMENT 

	
	-space exploration and nuclear power plants

	
	

	Bill of Rights
	First 10 amendments to the Constitution

	
	-limit the power of the government

	
	

	Major Principles of Constitution
	7 Major solutions to the problems of gov’t

	
	

	1.Popular Sovereignty
	-means the gov’t gets its power from the people (“We the People”)

	
	

	2. Republicanism/Republic
	- means the people elect representatives who are chosen to make and enforce laws

	
	

	3. Limited Gov’t
	-means no person or group is above the law. Everyone must obey the law.

	
	

	4. Federalism
	-division of power between the national gov’t and the states gov’t.

	
	

	
	A. Enumerated powers- belong to the federal gov’t

            1. print money

            2. regulate interstate and foreign trade

            3. maintain the armed forces

            4. create federal courts

	
	B. Reserved powers-belong to the states
           1. establish public schools

           2. conduct elections

           3. pass marriage and divorce laws    

           4. regulate trade within a state

           5. set up local gov’t systems (mayor, city council)

	
	          

	
	C. Concurrent powers- shared by the state and federal gov’t

           1. raise taxes

           2. borrow money

           3. enforce laws
           4. establish courts

           5. provide for the general welfare (take care of the people-food stamps, Medicare)

	
	           

	5. Separation of powers
	-to prevent any group from becoming too powerful, all the powers (jobs) are divided up into 3 branches- Legislative, Executive and Judicial

	
	

	6. Checks and Balances 
	- each branch of gov’t can check (limit) the power of other branches

	
	

	7. Individual Rights
	-First 10 amendments protect citizens basic rights

	
	-Last 17 expand the rights of Americans (abolish slavery, women can vote, 2-term limit for presidents)

	
	

	Summary:
	5 sentences
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8. I can explain how the new Constitution compromised on major issues. 


9. I can analyze the debates over the ratification of the Constitution from the point of view of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists.


10. I can describe how the states ratified the Constitution. 


11. Describe how these documents (Federalist Papers) helped create the gov’t and Constitution we have today. 








Remember to REVIEW these notes daily so you will be ready to participate in class discussion the next day.  This practice of daily review will also prepare you for future assessments.





Topic:  Ratifying (approving) the Constitution








