	Class Notes / Learning Log / Textbook Notes

Questions/Main Ideas:                                             Notes:

	Define soil
	Loose, weathered material on Earth’s surface in which plants can grow


	
	

	What is inside soil? 
	Mixture of 
1.rock particles (sediment)
2. minerals
3. decayed organic material
4. water 
5. air

	

	
	
	

	How is soil formed?
	1. rocks break down by weathering into the smallest of sediment
2. mixes with other materials at the surface

3. cycle continues over and over again


	

	
Checkpoint: List 2 facts about soil


	
	

	Does soil have layers?
	Yes, called soil horizons- different colors and textures from layer to layer

	

	
	

	Soil horizon picture
	                                                                    trees


1.topsoil

2.subsoil

3.partially weathered rock

4.bedrock

(solid slab of rock)


	What layer of soil is the oldest?
	The farther down you go the older the rock/soil is. 
Ex- garbage can- oldest trash is at the bottom



	
	
	

	Soil conservation
	Ways humans are trying to preserve our soil
	

	
	
	

	Soil is valuable??
	Soil is a natural resource
· Very valuable because all life on Earth depends on it. 

· Limited supply of fertile (healthy, clean) soil 

· Takes 100’s of years to form a few centimeters of soil


	

	
	
	

	Checkpoint: Why should we protect our soil?


	
	

	Dust Bowl
http://www.history.com/topics/dust-bowl

	· Long, very dry period in Western USA
· Soil was blown away 
· Farms were destroyed

· People and animals were hurt/killed
	

	Outcome of Dust  Bowl
	· Farmers and gov’t decided we needed to take better care of the soil

	3 Farming techniques

	

	1. contour plowing
	Farmers plow their fields along the curves of a slope


	2. conservation plowing 
	Farmers disturb the soil and plants as little as possible
· Dead weeds and stalks are left in the ground

	3. crop rotation
	Farmer plants different crops in a field each year. 

· Different plants use different nutrients from the soil

	Checkpoint:
Describe why the farming techniques help conserve (protect) the soil?
	


Remember to REVIEW these notes daily so you will be ready to participate in class discussion the next day.  This practice of daily review will also prepare you for future assessments.
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Topic:  Soil: We can’t live without it!!!  Page 248-259








